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CV of Eric Mark Palmer Electrician/Electrical engineer 

I have worked in most electrical fields, from shop fitting to heavy 
industry and having worked for Agencies, very small firms and 
large international firms like GEC, C.B.M./ Media J.V, and John 
Laing. I have a wide working knowledge. And will try to expand 
information on the major areas, but since this CV is not tailored it 
can only include the major skills starting at the least complex.  

• Cable pulling on large sites, including petrol/chemical 
• Alarm installation in BT Telephone exchanges.  
• Shop fitting mainly large stores. 
• Auto electrics mainly when working as an ex-pat. 
• Pat testing including down-loading to PC 
• Insulation testing and maintenance, mainly on commercial building 
• Panel wiring mainly for power stations and petrol/chemical 
• Pumps, from complete pumping stations to maintenance and repair of Pumps. 
• Low and high speed production lines, installation and maintenance with PLC and Inverter 

controls plus older DC motors 
• Unusual voltage controls i.e. Tunnel boring machines. 

I have also worked on many systems, which are not normally covered by electricians because of 
location or special needs of the business. i.e. when working as a tunnel boring machine electrician I 
installed and repaired the telephone system and worked on the railway locos or, when needed have 
completed site repairs of PMR radios, and photo-state machines. 

Positions from which major experience has been gained. 

Ruthin Precast Concrete  

One of the hardest yet most rewarding jobs I have had. The company has changed hands and the old 
owners had let the premises go to ruin. No records had been kept and my first task was to set up PAT 
testing and Fixed Appliance Testing. Also new machines were being fitted in a new shed, which 
required lighting and powering, plus the programs writing for the new PLC. Although similar programs 
had been written for the other machines this was more complicated and required double the steps to 
control, having 720 steps when completed. 

Bailey Telecom Ltd  

I was originally employed because of my knowledge of containment methods, unlike most alarm 
systems we were not allowed un-contained cables, I was promoted to a No1 Alarm engineer and was 
then senior man on site. Our job was to install the OBASS system into BT building, replacing their 
original access and alarm system. There were of course many special problems working in live 
exchange buildings. The job included ordering materials, accounting for time etc. Each site lasting 
between 2 days and 3 weeks with 2 to 5 staff. 
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John Laing Construction plc. Laing G.T.M. Ltd. Laing-Mowlem-A.R.C. Joint 
Venture Ltd. (about 8 contacts) 

My employment on the Falklands Airport began in May 1984 as a "Plant Electrician" repairing 
"anything electrical". The contract was very varied and I found myself repairing many different items 
of plant giving me a vast experience. I was initially on the main contract at Mount Pleasant Airport 
(although this is a military airport it has international status with baggage handling facilities etc), and 
then continued on the Maintenance Contract working on normal airport systems such as A.G.L. I was 
often flown out to the remote parts of the Islands and expected to repair the plant mechanically, 
electrically, and weld if it were necessary on the other military installations. The contract was about to 
go out again for tender so when I was offered a transfer to Sizewell because of my specialist 
knowledge of Auto Electric's, I left to take up that post in Nov. 1988. At Sizewell I was solely 
responsible for their vehicles. I also worked on other plant, including maintenance of tower cranes, 
batching plants, placing booms, concrete mixers, re-bar, bending machines & concrete pumps. I later 
also took charge of first line repairs on the 300 site ICOM U16 PMR radios in use, attending a 
specialist course in Cardiff for this. On completion of the Laing contract I transferred to GEC at 
Sizewell. Moved back to Laing at their Seven Bridge contract to maintain their mobile plant electrical 
systems. In recognition of my special skills I was given charge hand status. Because of the site internal 
structure I was registered as a charge hand mechanic, not electrician, so that I could receive bonuses 
not paid to electricians. I was loath to leave this interesting job working on specialised plant such as 
200 ton Straddle Carriers, but my wife's accident meant I had to find work close to home for a while. 

GEC Alsthom Turbine Generators Ltd. GEC A. Large Steam Turbines (2 
contracts) 

I transferred, on the completion of contract to Messrs. GEC in May 1990 as an "Advanced Electrician" 
(under the NAECI agreement). The firm was responsible for the supply and installation of the two 600 
MW Turbine generators at Sizewell "B" nuclear power station. I was employed to repair and maintain 
various welding sets including Esab, BOC & Murex, and to carry out electronic card repair. As the 
contract progressed I undertook work on instrumentation and worked on the pre-heating and stress 
relief of the Cr/Mo steel pipes, calculating and preparing the wraps. As redundancies were announced I 
was invited to work for Laing GTM on the Seven Bridge. I returned to GEC on their Connah's Quay 
Power Station project, again involved with all aspects, but taking over the welding pre-heating and 
routine maintenance on the building of 4 combined cycle Gas/Steam 425 MVA generators, working on 
the steam and generator side of contract. 

Convatec & Kimberly-Clark (First PLC and inverter experience) 

I worked via an agency for Kimberly-Clark at their Sealand mill, and was employed to both run and 
maintain a PLC controlled conveyer system, manufacturing with paper, glue and plastics. I received 
training on these systems and the general factory air conditioning system, a large amount of pneumatic 
control was used both air pressure and vacuum systems for which I have a good working knowledge. 
On contract end I was made redundant. Working in Convatec via a Technical support specialist, (AT 
Group) . Employed in Convatec's factory in Deeside, working on a series of production lines with 
inverters and PLC control, mainly Satt, also using other makes, a mixture of heat and radio frequency 
plastic film welding units. Most of the machines ran with a series of compressed air rams and other 
pneumatic control systems so required a working knowledge of pneumatics. I have worked at Iceland 
PLC, FMT, GmbH, and Bradford Soap PLC, also via Agency.  
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A.O.C. International (4 contracts) 

I moved to A.O.C., on a short contract, when needed at home as my wife had injured her back. I was 
employed as an installation electrician at the new Gas terminal at Point of Ayr and was involved in 
most installation processes, such as earth rod installation and testing, glanding, cable pulling etc. and 
was instructed in the use of the barrier glands used by the gas industry. I returned to AOC on the 
Schiehallion Project in Harland & Wolff Belfast, where I spent a lot of time on computer related work, 
then I moved back home to work on a two Shut-downs, returning to the Point of Ayr, then at ICI 
Runcorn, working on 4 different Plants. For this I took my E.C.I.T.B. exam getting my Safety Passport. 

NACAP B.V. (about 10 contracts) 

Algeria. Joining this Dutch company in 1980 I was employed on the lift and re-lay of 510 km of 42-inch pipeline. I 
was moved around Algeria both as the contract progressed and to advise and assist in other contracts, and was 
quite often placed on camps being erected or disassembled due to my ability to cover both electrical and 
mechanical faults. Employed as a Plant Electrician I worked on many types of plant. Initially employed on an 8-
week contract, I spent two and a half years with the company transferring from the lift and re-lay to a 
refurbishment contract.  

S.L.D. Pumps Ltd., 

I started with S.L.D. in 1979 engaged on Submersible Pump and Forest City Traffic light installation 
and maintenance. Due to my extensive knowledge previously of traffic lights they were brought in 
from other depots for me to repair the logic boards. I was trained by this company at their parent depot 
to repair their fleet of pumps. The experience gained here has been added to in the years since, 
including concrete pumps. I have designed and installed de-watering systems with Laing and surveyed 
and designed modifications to many pumping stations for North West Water on their trench2 refurbish 
program working for the AT group 

G&M_Electricial (Next) & Carnal Electrical (Sainsbury's) 

Working on the refurbishment of the "Next" shop in Chester, via Hays Montrose (agency). Employed 
to Remove 95% of existing electric's and replace. This was a part-trading refit so involved temporary 
supplies being installed to keep tills and shop lights working. I also worked on new shops, Sainsbury’s 
in Edinburgh, Super Shopper and Argos in Birkenhead.  

C.B.M. J.V. Hong Kong 

This position was accepted on a twelve-month contract, but within four and a half months the Contract 
had run into difficulties and the whole work force (over 100 men) was made redundant. A very 
challenging position where as a team of 5 engineers, working a shift system, we had to adapt an 
unsuitable tunnel boring machine to work in unfavourable conditions, and supervise the Cantonese 
work force on both surface maintenance work, and with the T.B.M. 

Auto-Electric’s & Generation (a number of small firms) 

Having gained experience on some of the large contracts, I have from time to time worked for small 
firms as an auto-electrician; since my apprenticeship with the County Council was multi-skilled I have 
been able to gain Collage qualifications in this field. This has also given me a very good insight into 
power generation, and I have worked on mobile generators from 1.5 to 750KVA on many sites 
including synchronous operation with as many as 10 of the larger 750KVA Petbow generators 
supplying a site via a 3.3 KV main distribution system. Plus simple 3.5KVA supply for site huts. 
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Employment over the 5 last years. 

Date  Company   Position 

Nov 01  Project Engineering  Electrician 

Jan 00 
Nov 01  

Ruthin Precast Concrete  
Electrical 
Engineer 

Jan Dec 
99  

Bailey’s Telecom  Electrician 

Nov-Dec 
98  

Carnal Electrical (Sainsbury's) via SSR Agency   
Electrician
  

Nov 98 
+Jan 99  

Steve Rogers Electrical, Gresford     Electrician 

Sept-Nov 
98  

FMT GmbH, (Kronospan) via Kinetic Agency  Electrician 

July-Sept 
98  

G&M Electrical via Hays Montrose Agency  Electrician 

May-July 
98  

A number of 1 to 2 week contracts, Petrol-Chemical/Heavy 
Industry and Soap factory, PLC maintenance and 
installation 

Electrician 

Jan-May 
98  

AT Group Limited, Automation House, Lowton Business 
Park, Newton Road, St. Mary's, Warrington WA3 2AP.  

Electrical 
Engineer 

Personal Statement: - 

On contracts abroad I have been requested to use my skills to assist the local community. This has been 
very interesting where standard methods would not work, (as when I fitted lights to a farmhouse in the 
Falklands and used ex-bus lighting and Ni/iron batteries to ensure the lights worked independent of the 
generator). I have combined electrical and mechanical skills to correct mechanical faults with electrical 
changes, saving both time and possible return of the problem. I have learnt to think rather than follow 
standard procedures and adapt where special circumstances dictated. In all, I can say, I really enjoy a 
challenge! 

Personal Details: -  

Nationality: - British        Height: - 6' 2          Age: - 50        Status: - Married 
Children: - 3 (2 girls 1 boy)    Ages: -  19, 22, & 24 

Address: - 
102 Park Ave., 
Bryn-y-baal, 

Mold,  
Flintshire,  
CH7 6TP. 
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Phone +44 (0) 1352 756410   Fax +44 (0) 1352 751913 not auto switching. 
Email e.palmer@virgin.net Mobile 07976 567593 Note due to my present work being near 
PLC’s with ASi I am often unable to carry my mobile at work. I do read email morning and 
night. And my wife is conversant with all my details.     

Schools & Colleges: - 

Deeside High, Shotton, Flintshire.   1962 - 1967  
Flintshire College of Technology.   1967 - 1970 + 1974 -1975   
Chester College of Further Education.   1971 - 1974  
Leiston High School  1991 - 1992 

Educational Achievements: - 

City & Guilds: -  
Electricians Part 2 (Distinction)  
Technicians Part 1 (Distinction) & 2 (Distinction)  
Mechanics.  Part 1 (Distinction) & 2 (Credit)  
Radio Amateur Examination Credit 
"O" Level: - Mathematics, English Language, and Biology.  
C.S.E.: -Grade 1 Physics, and Technical Drawing. At lower grades Metalwork, Mathematics, and 
Woodwork.  

Driving Licence: - Motor Cycle, Car and Rigid Lorry with trailer.  
Groups: - A, B, B+E, C, C+E (RES 2), C1, D1 (REV 1), D1+E, FKL, NP.  
Also Falklands Island licence for all groups. 

Course Training: - 

Workshop administration.  Chester College of Further Education.  
Traffic light repair. Forest City Electric’s, Manchester.  
P.M.R. Radio repair. P.M.R. Radios Cardiff.  
Submersible pump repair.  S.L.D. Pumps, Leeds.  
Welding stress relief. GEC A. L.S.T.  
PLC programming Kelsterton College of Technology   
Inspection and Testing  North Trafford College school of building 
services.  

Hobbies & Interests: - 

Amateur radio, which include cycling, walking, electronics and computers as an active member 
of RAYNET (The Amateur Radio Volunteer Emergency Network). Swimming and photography.  


